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“Bahrain Touring Car Challenge 2026-2027” Sporting Regulations 
 

1. General Regulations 
1.1. Title & Jurisdiction 
1.1.1.  The Bahrain Touring Car Challenge (the "Championship") is 

promoted by the Bahrain International Circuit (the "Promoter" 
or "BIC") and organized and administered by the Circuit Racing 
Commission (the "Organizer" or "CRC"), a commission under 
the Bahrain Motor Federation (the "BMF") responsible for 
circuit racing. The Championship is conducted in accordance 
with the International Sporting Code (ISC) of the Fédération 
Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA), the National Sporting 
Code (NSC) of the Bahrain Motor Federation (BMF), and these 
Regulations, in that order of precedence. 

1.1.2. The BTCC is a motor sport championship that will be carried out 
over a series of rounds during 2026-2027 for production-based 
cars.  

1.1.3. These regulations have been approved by the BMF and have 
been given a Championship Permit Number:   BMF/EP/26-
27/001 

1.1.4. The Organizer reserves the right to issue additional BMF 
approved Official Bulletins clarifying items in the regulations 
from time to time. All such bulletins will be issued to registered 
Drivers by email to the email address detailed on the Official 
Championship Registration Form; this information will also be 
published on the BMF and/or Championship related website(s). 

1.1.5. All Drivers, Competitors and Officials participating in the 
Championship undertake, on behalf of themselves, their 
employees, agents and suppliers, to observe all the provisions 
as supplemented or amended in the FIA ISC, BMF NSC, the 
Technical Regulations and the present Sporting Regulations, 
together referred to as “the Regulations”. In addition, drivers, 
Competitors and officials undertake to observe all provisions of 
any Supplementary Regulations for each single Competition. All 
Drivers, Competitors and Officials participating in the 
Championship undertake, on behalf of themselves, their 
employees, agents and suppliers, to observe all the provisions 
as supplemented or amended in the FIA ISC, BMF NSC, the 
Technical Regulations and the present Sporting Regulations, 
together referred to as “the Regulations”. In addition, drivers, 
Competitors and officials undertake to observe all provisions of 
any Supplementary Regulations for each single Competition. 

1.1.6. Anything that is not expressly authorized by these Regulations 
or the Technical Regulations is forbidden. 

1.1.7. Official requests and queries to organizers are to be submitted 
in writing or emailed to: 
• Sporting & Technical matters: BTCC@crcbahrain.com 
• Commercial, Marketing, & Registration: BTCC@bic.com.bh 

1.1.8. References to Sporting Regulation Articles will be by the 
acronym “SR”. References to Technical Regulation Articles will 
be by the acronym “TR”. 

1.1.9. Championship Officials: 
Permanent Steward:  Mr. Mazen Al-Hilli 
Race Director:   Mr. Abdulla Al-Abbasi 
Technical Delegate:  Mr. Faisal Al-Shafei 
Series Manager:  Mr. Tariq Al-Tajer  
 

1.2. Competitor Eligibility 
1.2.1. Drivers and Teams must be registered in the Championship, and 

acceptance of the registration is entirely at the discretion of the 
Championship Promoter. 

1.2.2. Drivers competing in the Championship will be required to     
hold a: 
a) BMF National “C” (or higher) Circuit Racing license OR; 

b) BMF National “C” equivalent (or higher) Circuit Race license 
from GCC FIA affiliated ASNs. Entries will be vetted with 
corresponding ASNs prior to their acceptance into the 
Championship.  

1.2.3. Teams must hold a valid BMF or GCC ASN approved 
Entrant/Competitor License.  

 
1.3. Registration & Entries 
1.3.1. All Drivers, Entrants, Competitors, and Guardians must 

complete the official Championship Registration/Entry Form 
and return it to the Organizer to enter the Championship. By 
signing the form, all parties acknowledge their agreement to, 
and are bound by, the Championship Regulations and the 
national sporting regulations stipulated by the BMF, including 
any amendments or variations thereto. 

1.3.2. For Drivers under the age of 18, a Parent or Guardian must 
provide written consent by completing the relevant section of 
the Championship Registration/Entry Form. 

1.3.3. All Drivers, Entrants, Competitors, and Guardians must sign and 
acknowledge all disclaimers and related documents presented 
by the Promoter and Organizer prior to participation. 

1.3.4. Championship fees for the 2026-2027 season: 
a) Driver Registration Fee (full season): BD350 + 10% VAT. 
b) Datalogger Installation Kit (mandatory, one-time 

purchase): BD42 + 10% VAT. This kit remains the property 
of the Competitor. 

c) Championship Datalogger Annual Usage Fee: BD100 + 10% 
VAT. 

d) In case a Team is to be entered in the Championship: Team 
Registration Fee (full season): BD100 + 10% VAT. 

1.3.5. All Championship fees are non-refundable. 
1.3.6. All fees are payable to the Promoter. 
1.3.7. Competition Numbers: Registered Drivers may select a 

Competition Number between 1 and 99, subject to availability. 
Number 1 will be reserved for the Champion of the previous 
season; it shall remain unassigned should the Driver choose not 
to utilize it. Competition Numbers are allocated on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

1.3.8. Where a car entered in the Championship is owned by someone 
other than the Driver, the registered owner 
(Competitor/Entrant) must obtain the necessary BMF Entrant 
Permit and complete the Registration Form nominating their 
Driver. 

1.3.9. Only one Driver may be nominated on each Registration Form.  
a) During the Championship, if a Driver wishes to permanently 

change to a different car from the one originally registered, a 
completed Registration Form must be sent to the Organizer 
at least 5 working days from the Round. Points already scored 
may be transferred in such cases. Drivers will pay a fee of 
BD50 for each change. 

b) During the Championship, a temporary change of car (e.g., 
using a spare car) is allowed only if the Driver proves that 
their car cannot be repaired or made ready in time for an 
upcoming event. Drivers must submit a notification to the 
Race Director no later than 48 hours before the start of the 
event. In such circumstances, the Driver must ensure that the 
car conforms to the Championship Technical Regulations and 
is scrutineered prior to participation. Drivers will pay a fee of 
BD50 for each change. 

c) During Rounds, no change of car is permitted. Waivers may 
be considered on a case-by-case basis, provided that the Race 
Director is notified ahead of pre-event scrutineering (refer to 
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SR3.1.2). Approval is at the discretion of the Stewards and 
Race Director, and their decision will be final. 

1.3.10. Acceptance or rejection of registrations is entirely at the 
discretion of the Championship Promoter.  

1.3.11. Incorrect or incomplete entries (including Driver to be 
nominated entries) are to be held in abeyance until they are 
complete and correct and the date of receipt for acceptance of 
entry purposes shall be the date on which the Promoter 
receives the missing or corrected information or fee. 

1.3.12. Any withdrawal of entry or Driver/car changes made after 
acceptance of any entry must be notified to the Promoter in 
writing.  

1.3.13. By entering the Championship, each Driver commits to 
participating in at least three rounds of the Championship. 
Participation is defined as completing at least one official 
session (practice, qualifying, or race) during a round. Any Driver 
who fails to participate in the minimum number of rounds will 
forfeit all points.  

1.3.14. In the event of any rounds being oversubscribed, the Organizer 
will run Qualification races where only the fastest 30 cars will 
participate in races.  

1.3.15. Junior Driver Class: comprises Junior Drivers aged between 15 

(reaching their 15th birthday during the year of participation) 

and 16 (reaching their 16th birthday during the year of 

participation). To be eligible to score points and receive awards 

and prizes, a minimum of two (2) Junior Driver must be 

registered in the Championship. 

1.3.16. Teams: A Team, once registered, may comprise of a minimum 

of one (1) Driver and a maximum of two (2) Drivers. These 

nominated Drivers will exclusively represent only one team and 

cannot represent multiple teams. 

1.4. Championship Rounds:  
1.4.1. The Championship will consist of 7 rounds held throughout 

2026 and 2027.  
1.4.2. Championship dates are: 

 

Event Date Conditions 

Shakedown Friday, October 16, 2026 Night 

Round 1 Friday, October 30, 2026 Day 

Round 2 Friday, November 13, 2026 Night 

Round 3 Saturday, November 28, 2026 Day 

Round 4 Friday, January 15, 2027 Day 

Round 5 Friday, January 29, 2027 Day 

Round 6 Friday, April 2, 2027 Night 

Round 7 Friday, April 16, 2027 Night 

 
1.5. Scoring: 
1.5.1. The “BTCC” will be both a Driver and Team Championship.  
1.5.2. In order to score points, collect trophies and prizes, all cars and 

Drivers competing in the Championship will be required to 
display and wear the “BTCC” sponsors’ decals and badges in the 
nominated position on clothing and car.  

1.5.3. BTCC Driver Championship: 
a) Points will be awarded to the drivers listed as classified 

finishers in the Final Results at each Race as follows: 

Position Points 

1st 20 

2nd 17 

3rd 15 

4th 13 

5th 11 

6th 10 

7th 9 

8th 8 

9th 7 

10th 6 

11th 5 

12th 4 

13th 3 

14th 2 

15th 1 

 
b) All points acquired will count towards the final 

classification. 
c) Ties (when more than one Driver have equal totals) shall be 

resolved by adding the number of top finishes or 
subsequent highest finishes until a conclusive result is 
found. Example: total number of 1st place, total number of 
2nd place, etc. 

d) Drivers must complete 75% or more of race distance/laps 
in order to receive points and monetary prizes.  
Trophies/plaques will only be presented to drivers crossing 
the finish line and receiving the chequered flag.  

e) If a race is suspended under Article 3.9 and cannot be 
resumed, no points will be awarded if the leader has  
completed  less  than  2  laps, half  points  will  be  awarded  
if  the  leader  has completed more than 2 laps but less than 
75% of the original race distance and full  points  will  be  
awarded  if  the  leader  has completed  75% or  more  of  
the original race distance. 

1.5.4. BTCC Junior Driver Championship:  
a) In order to be eligible to score points and receive awards 

and prizes, a minimum of two (2) Junior Drivers must be 
registered in the Championship. 

b) Junior Drivers shall attain points (as per table of Article 
1.5.3.a) on both the general BTCC Driver Championship as 
well as on the BTCC Junior Driver Championship.  

1.5.5. BTCC Team Championship: 
a) In order to be eligible to score points and receive awards 

and prizes, a minimum of three (3) teams must be 
registered in the Championship. 

b) Teams accumulate points earned by their registered drivers 
(maximum two) according to the Driver Championship 
point system in Article 1.5.3. 

 
1.6. Awards & Prizes: 
1.6.1. Awards are to be provided by the Promoter, and/or their 

associated sponsors unless agreed otherwise. 
1.6.2. Other awards may be announced in Championship Bulletins. 
1.6.3. Per race and Round:  

(a) Trophies or Medals for 1st, 2nd and 3rd will be awarded,  
(b) Prizes per race are to be allocated, as per the overall 
finishing order, as follows: 

 

Position Prize 

1st  BD 400 

2nd  BD 300 

3rd BD 200 

4th  BD 150 

5th BD 100 

1st Place Jr. 
Driver* 

BD 200 

1st Place Team** BD 250 
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* The highest-placed Junior driver shall receive the 
corresponding prize if placed in the top 3 overall; if placed 4th 
or lower, they shall receive a prize of BD200, superseding the 
standard prize for that position, which shall not be reallocated 
to any other driver. 
 
** At the end of each round, the Team accumulating the highest 
total points across both races shall receive BD250. 

 
1.6.4. Final Championship Awards:  

Trophies/plaques to: 
(a) Overall 1st, 2nd, 3rd Driver. 
(b) 1st placed Junior Driver in the Junior Championship. 
(c) 1st placed Team in the Team Championship.  
(d) The Driver scoring most pole positions. 
(e) The Driver scoring season’s fastest lap. 
(f) Grand Prizes will also be awarded as follows: 

 

Position (Overall) Prize 

1st Place  BD 3,500 

2nd Place BD 2,500 

3rd Place BD 1,500 

1st Place Jr. Driver BD 1,500 

1st Place Team BD 1,000 

 
1.6.5. Presentations: Trophies/plaques are to be provided for 

presentation at the end of each race.  
1.6.6. Title to all Trophies: In the event of any Provisional Results or 

Championship Tables being revised after any provisional 
presentations and such revisions affecting the distribution of 
any awards, the concerned Drivers must return such awards to 
the Promoter in good condition within 7 days. 

1.6.7. “Fastest Lap” award accounts for fastest lap gained during a 
Race session. 

1.6.8.  “Most Pole positions” award accounts for Driver with most 
pole positions derived from results of qualifying sessions. 

 
2. Judicial Procedures 

2.1. Sporting Disputes 
2.1.1. Disputes on these regulations and their application by the Race 

Director which arise during the season will be settled by the 
Championship Stewards in accordance with the BMF National 
Sporting Code, these Regulations and any Official Bulletins that 
have been issued. 

2.1.2. The case for any dispute must initially be submitted to the 
Secretary of the Meeting in writing together with the 
appropriate BMF protest or appeal fees. 

2.1.3. The Championship Stewards’ judgment will be subject only to 
the Right of Appeal to the BMF. 

2.1.4. If it appears from any official video recordings or from any other 
evidence that there may have been a breach of driving 
standards or behavior, in a manner considered to have brought 
the Championship into disrepute, the Race Director will be 
entitled to request that the Championship Stewards consider 
the inception of an enquiry into the matter, notwithstanding 
that the Clerk of the Course or the Stewards of the Event, may 
or may not, have already investigated the incident. Penalties 
may include one or more of the penalties prescribed under SR 
Article 4. 

 
2.2. Technical Disputes 

2.2.1. The Technical Delegate, in consultation where necessary with 
assigned Scrutineers, reserve(s) the right to check or advise the 
removal of any suspect part(s) that appear(s) to be inconsistent 
with the Technical Regulations of the Championship. Failure to 
comply with such action may lead to a denial of entry into the 
event. 

2.2.2. The Technical Delegate, in consultation where necessary with 
the Stewards, also reserve(s) the right to ban individual parts or 
the whole car. 

2.2.3. Parts or cars removed for checking elsewhere will be marked by 
the Official BMF approved seals and a certificate of sealing will 
be handed to the Driver or his/her agent. 

 
2.3. Technical & Sporting Queries:  
2.3.1. Any technical or sporting query must be made to the Organizer 

for the attention of the Race Director in writing. All queries will 
be answered in writing and all such answers will be published in 
Official Bulletin. Such queries are to be submitted in writing to 
the organizer or via email to BTCC@crcbahrain.com.  

 
3. Championship Race Meeting Procedures 

3.1. Scrutineering: 
3.1.1. The presentation of an Automobile for scrutineering will be 

deemed an implicit statement of conformity. 
3.1.2. Eligibility Scrutineering: will be mandatory and conducted upon 

registration into the Championship and will determine if car 
conforms and complies with Championship safety and technical 
regulations. Off-site (i.e. Drivers’ private venue) scrutineering 
will incur a surcharge of BD30. 

3.1.3. Pre-event Scrutineering: will be conducted on the day of the 
event to ensure that safety elements are met. 

3.1.4. Post-event Scrutineering: will be conducted to ensure that cars 
conform to technical regulations. All cars must make their way 
to Scrutineering Bay immediately upon returning back to the 
pits. Parc fermé regulations will take effect on all cars until 
permission is given to release them by the Technical Delegate. 
Only the Driver and one mechanic may accompany the car in 
the Scrutineering Bay. Only those officials charged with 
supervision may enter the Parc Fermé. No intervention of any 
kind is allowed there unless authorized by such officials. 

3.1.5. Random Checks: will be conducted randomly and when needed 
to ensure conformance to technical regulations. 

3.1.6. Post Incident: cars that break down during a Championship 
round must be checked by Scrutineers. Cars involved in 
collisions or incidents must make their way to the Scrutineering 
Bay in order for the Scrutineers to assess damage. Such cars will 
remain in Parc fermé and may not be released unless 
permission is given by the Technical Delegate. 

3.1.7. Any car which, after being passed by the scrutineers, is 
dismantled or modified in a way which might affect its safety or 
call into question its eligibility, must be re-presented for 
scrutineering approval. 

 
3.2. Pits: 
3.2.1. Organizer will provide pit garages to Drivers on the day of the 

event. Allocation will be random. The Organizer will try, within 
their best endeavors, to accommodate to special arrangements 
requested by Drivers. 

3.2.2. Drivers may choose to rent out private pit garages by contacting 
the Promoter. Availability of pits will be on a first come first 
serve basis. The allocated pits must be adjacent to those used 
allocated for the BTCC Championship. Scrutineers and event 
officials shall have unrestricted access to private pits at all times 
during the duration of the meeting. 
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3.2.3. Each Driver will be allowed to have one service vehicle present 
at the Paddock/behind pit. 

 
3.3. Briefings & Timing Transponder Allocation:  
3.3.1. Briefings may be conducted through physical or virtual means. 

Drivers will be notified of the times and locations for all 
briefings.  

3.3.2. Drivers must attend all briefings and immediately sign on to 
confirm their attendance. Failure to attend (including lateness) 
such briefings may result in penalties or fines. 

3.3.3. Drivers will collect Timing Transponders once the briefing is 
concluded. It is the duty of the Driver to install the Transponder 
on their car and ensure that it is working correctly. 

3.3.4. Drivers will return Transponders, back to the location specified 
during the Briefing, following the end of the event or once they 
retire and cannot participate. Failure to return transponders 
(before the Podium Ceremony) will result in a BD20 fine.  

3.3.5. Drivers will be fined for loss or damage of Transponders based 
on the actual landed cost of the unit. 

 
3.4. Practice Session: 
3.4.1. During all Practice sessions there will be a green and a red light 

at the end of the pit lane. Cars may only leave the pit lane when 
the green light is on. 

3.4.2. Practice session shall comprise of a minimum of one 30-minute 
timed practice session – unless specified differently by the 
event Organizer by means of an official bulletin. The Organizer 
may also allocate a separate warm-up session where needed. 

3.4.3. Should the number of entries in any single round exceed 22 
cars; the practice session will be split randomly (by means of a 
draw) into two groups. Accordingly, the Practice session 
duration will be a minimum of 20 minutes for each group. 

3.4.4. Unless specifically permitted by the Stewards, all Drivers shall 
complete a minimum number of two (2) timed practice laps per 
round in order to be eligible to proceed to the next stage of the 
event.  

3.4.5. In the case of Drivers who fail to appear for practice or do not 
practice and have raced on the circuit previously, permission to 
race on race day may be given, but only at the discretion of the 
Event Stewards. If granted, such Drivers will start either from 
the rear of the grid or as last car in the appropriate racing class. 
The decision of the Stewards on this matter will be final. 

3.4.6. Should any Practice session be disrupted, the Race Director 
shall not be obliged to resume or rerun the session. His/her 
decision is final. 

3.4.7. Should the need arise to stop a Practice session, RED LIGHTS will 
be switched at the star line (tower) and red flags will be shown 
at all marshals signaling points. Drivers must cease racing and 
reduce speed to a slow safe pace and return to the pits. 

3.4.8. In the event of a driving infringement during any Practice 
session the Stewards may delete a driver’s lap time (or lap 
times) or drop the Driver such number of grid positions as they 
consider appropriate. Unless it is completely clear that a driver 
committed a driving infringement any such incident will 
normally be investigated after the relevant session.  

3.4.9. Any Driver taking part in any Practice session who, in the 
opinion of the stewards, stops unnecessarily on the circuit or 
unnecessarily impedes another driver shall be subject to the 
penalties referred to in Article 3.4.8. 

 

3.5. Qualifying Session:  

3.5.1. The Qualifying Session shall comprise of a minimum of one “30- 
minute” timed session – unless specified differently by the 
Organizer by means of an Official Bulletin. 

3.5.2. Should the number of entries in any single round exceed 22 
cars; the Qualifying session will be split (based on fastest lap 
time of the practice session) into two groups. Accordingly, the 
qualifying session duration will be a minimum of 20 minutes for 
each group. 

3.5.3. Each Driver should complete a minimum of one full timed lap in 
the car to be raced in order to proceed to the next stage of the 
event. If verification of the timed lap is not provided, 
authorization to start the race may be denied. 

3.5.4. The Stewards of the Meeting shall have the right to exclude any 
Driver whose Qualification times or driving are/is considered to 
be unsatisfactory. 

3.5.5. The Qualifying minimum for the starting admission is the fastest 
classified lap in the official qualifying plus 10%. In principle, 
Drivers not achieving this Qualifying are not admitted to start. 
The final decision is made by the Race Director and/or Clerk of 
the Course in agreement with the Stewards of the Meeting. 

3.5.6. The best time for each Driver from the Qualifying session will 
determine the grid position for the “Race 1”. 

3.5.7. Where, through force majeure, it is not possible for the 
Organizer to hold a qualifying session, the grid will be formed 
according to either (a) practice session results; or (b) if practice 
was not conducted, based on current Championship points 
positions. Where there is a tie on points, the Driver with the 
best result in the previous round will take priority. If it is not 
possible to hold a qualifying session at the first event, the grid 
will be determined by ballot. 

3.5.8. In the case of oversubscribed entries, only the fastest 30 Drivers 
will be allowed to race.  

3.5.9. A minimum of 3 non-qualifiers will be named as reserves and 
are to be nominated on the qualification result sheet. Reserves 
will replace withdrawn, retired, and/or disqualified entries as 
per their qualification order. If reserves are to be given Grid 
Places prior to issue of the first Grid Sheets for any round, the 
times set in practice shall determine their grid positions. If 
Reserves are given places after publication of the grid sheet and 
prior to “assembly/warmup”, they will be placed at the rear of 
the grid and be started without any time delay. Otherwise, they 
will be held in the Pitlane and be released to start the race after 
the last car to start the Green Flag Lap or last car to take the 
start has passed the start-line or pitlane exit whichever is the 
later. Such approval to start MUST be obtained from the Race 
Director and/or Clerk of Course. 

3.5.10. In the event of a driving infringement during the 
qualifying session the Stewards may delete a driver’s lap time 
(or lap times) or drop the Driver such number of grid positions 
as they consider appropriate. Unless it is completely clear that 
a driver committed a driving infringement any such incident will 
normally be investigated after the relevant session.  

3.5.11. Any driver taking part in any qualifying session who, in 
the opinion of the stewards, stops unnecessarily on the circuit 
or unnecessarily impedes another driver shall be subject to the 
penalties referred to in Article 3.5.10. 

 
3.6. Assembly/Warm-up Lap: 
3.6.1. Drivers unable to start the race are required to indicate their 

situation to Race Director.  
3.6.2. Once the pit exit light turns green, pit exit will be opened and 

all cars will be permitted to leave the pit lane to cover a warm-
up lap. At the end of this lap all cars starting the race from the 
grid should stop on the grid in the corresponding starting order 
with their engines stopped.   
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Any car which does not complete the warm-up lap and reach 
the grid under its own power will not be permitted to start the 
race.  Should weather conditions change between practice and 
race, the Race Director and/or Clerk of the Course may, if in 
their opinion it is deemed necessary, allow an additional warm 
up lap for the Drivers to fully determine circuit conditions. 

3.6.3. Pit exit will close after 3 minutes have elapsed from Pit opening. 
Any cars that are late (fail to leave the pits before the first car 
approaches the starting grid line), shall start from the pit 
without doing a warm-up lap, under the procedures established 
in these regulations. The Race Director and/or Clerk of the 
Course shall act as judge of fact in determining “lateness”. 

3.6.4. It is not permitted to change tires between leaving the pits and 
the start of the race, except in the case of force majeure 
(puncture, obvious damage) or if the Race Director and/or Clerk 
of the Course determines otherwise. 

3.6.5. There shall be no practice starts during the warm-up lap(s). Cars 
are not permitted to weave across more than 50% of the circuit 
width during warm up and all weaving shall cease at the point 
of passing the last Flag post before the rear of the marked grid 
positions. Any car weaving to the extent that in the opinion of 
the Race Director and/or Clerk of the Course creates a danger 
to other Drivers may be penalized.   

3.6.6. At the conclusion of the warm-up lap, cars will assemble under 
Starter’s orders in their allocated positions on the starting grid 
so that the leading edge of the car remains behind the line 
denoting the front of the grid box. 

 
3.7. Starts: Unless modified by the Organizer, the following regulations 

shall apply:  
3.7.1. There will be a minimum elapsed period of four (4) minutes 

from cars being released from the pit to the start of the race.  
3.7.2. The use of tire heating/heat retention devices, tire treatments 

and compounds are prohibited.  
3.7.3. If any driver needs assistance, prior to the start, they must raise 

his arm to warn other cars and officials and, when the 
remainder of the cars able to do so have left the grid, marshals 
will be instructed to push the car into a safe location. Marshals 
with yellow flags will stand beside any car (or cars) concerned 
to warn drivers.  

3.7.4. When the “one-minute” signal is shown, engines should be 
started. When the “30 second” board is displayed, and all 
remaining personnel (media, crew, etc.) must leave the grid 
taking all equipment with them. 

3.7.5. When the green gantry lights are illuminated, all cars on the grid 
should begin the formation lap with the pole position driver 
leading. When leaving the grid all drivers must respect the pit 
lane speed limit until they pass pole position grid box. All cars 
required to start the race from the pit lane, must complete a 
formation lap, and must enter the pit lane at the end of the lap 
and start from the end of the pit lane as per the procedure 
specified in Article 3.7.11. 

3.7.6. Any driver being pushed from the grid may not attempt to start 
the car and must follow the instructions of the marshals. 

3.7.7. During the formation lap practice starts are forbidden and the 
formation must be kept as tight as possible. Cars are not 
permitted to weave across more than 50% of the circuit width 
during warm up and all weaving shall cease at the point of 
passing the last Flag post before the rear of the marked grid 
positions. Any car weaving to the extent that in the opinion of 
the Race Director and/or Clerk of the Course creates a danger 
to other Drivers may be penalized.   

3.7.8. Overtaking during the formation lap is only permitted if a car is 
delayed and cars behind cannot avoid passing it without unduly 
delaying the remainder of the field. In this case, drivers may 

only overtake to re-establish the original starting order. Any 
driver delayed in this way, and who is unable to re-establish the 
original starting order before they reach the control line, must 
enter the pitlane, and start from the end of the pitlane. A 
penalty will be imposed on any driver who fails to enter the pit 
lane if they have not re-established the original starting order 
before they reach the control line. 

3.7.9. When the cars come back to the grid at the end of the formation 
lap, they must stop within their respective starting grid 
positions, keeping their engines running. There will be a 
standing start, the signal being given by means of lights 
activated by the starter. Once all the cars have come to a halt - 
the five second light will appear followed by the four, three, two 
and one second lights.  At any time after the one-second light 
appears, the race will be started by extinguishing all red lights. 
In the event of the failure of these lights a National Flag will be 
used to start the race. The flag will be raised indicating to the 
Drivers to be on their mark and ready; once the flag is dropped, 
it indicates the start of the race. 

3.7.10. A penalty may be imposed if a driver is found to have 
moved before the start signal is given. 

 
3.7.11. Starts from Pits:  

a) All cars required to start the race from the pit lane, and 
who completed a warm-up lap, must enter the pit lane 
at the end of the formation lap and start from the end of 
the pit lane.  

b) Any car missing the release from the pit and thus missing 
the warm-up lap, shall compete a formation lap and start 
at the end of pitlane behind cars from 3.7.11(a). 

c) If more than one car is affected, they must line up in the 
order in which they qualified for that race.  

d) Where the pit exit is after the start line: The signal to join 
the race shall be given when the whole field has passed 
the pit exit on the first racing lap. 

e) Where the pit exit is before the start line: The signal to 
join the race shall be given at the discretion of the Race 
Director and/or Clerk of the Course soon after the field 
has been started. 

3.8. Race 

3.8.1. Each round will comprise two (2) point scoring races named: 
“Race 1” & “Race 2” 

3.8.2. “Race 1” will be a 15 lap session (or the lap equivalent of 
37.5km) - unless specified differently by the event organizer by 
means of an official bulletin – and is based on the results of the 
qualification session. 

3.8.3. Should any race distance be reduced at the discretion of the 
Race Director with permission of the Stewards of the Meeting, 
it shall still count as a full points-scoring round.  

3.8.4. The finishing position of Drivers during “Race 1” will determine 
the grid position for “Race 2”. 

3.8.5. Case A - Grid is composed of eight (8) cars or less: Grid for “Race 
2” will be a “Full Reverse Grid” based on the finishing order of 
“Race 1”, where Driver finishing at Position 1 will start at the 
back of the grid, etc. 

Case B - Grid is composed of nine (9) cars or more: The top 
finishers occupying the top 50% (rounded down in case of an 
odd numbered grid) of total numbers of cars eligible to start in 
“Race 1” will start “Race 2” in reverse order, the remaining 50% 
will start “Race 2” in their finishing positions.  

Non classified finishers from “Race 1” will take their place at the 
back of the grid in the order they retired from “Race 1”, drivers 
with most number of laps covered will have precedence.  
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Example: For a grid of 17 cars: the top 8 finishers in “Race 1” will 
swap grid positions as follows: 1st occupy grid 8, 2nd occupy 
grid 7, 3rd occupy grid 6, 4th occupy grid 5, 5th occupy grid 4, 
6th occupy grid 3, 7th occupy grid 2, 8th to occupy grid position 
1. Finishers 9th and below, will assume the same grid positions. 

3.8.6. Drivers that did not start (DNS) “Race 1” will take their place at 
the back of the grid (i.e., behind the last car calculated from 
3.8.5). Should there be more than one DNS in Race 1, the start 
position will be based on the order by which they qualified. 

3.8.7. Any Driver disqualified or excluded from “Race 1” by reason of 
judicial action will be placed after those who had retired from 
“Race 1” on the “Race 2” Grid (i.e. the grid generated from 3.8.5 
and then 3.8.6). 

3.8.8. The “Race 2” will be a 15 lap session (or the lap equivalent of 
37.5km) - unless specified differently by the event organizer by 
means of an official bulletin. 

 
3.9. Stopping the Race or Practice: 
3.9.1. Should it become necessary to suspend the practice, qualifying 

or race because the circuit is blocked by an accident, because of 
severe weather, or other conditions make it dangerous to 
continue, the race Director or Clerk or the Course will order red 
flags to be shown at all marshal posts and the abort lights to be 
shown at the control line. 

3.9.2. When the signal is given, cars must Immediately cease driving 
at racing speed and proceed slowly, without overtaking, and 
with maximum caution to pits or start line (as directed by 
officials), and being prepared to stop should the track be 
blocked. If cars are directed into pits, cars must remain in the 
fast lane and under Parc Fermé.  

3.9.3. Any race stopped before the leader has completed two laps will 
be declared null and void and available cars will restart from 
their original grid positions. Gaps on the grid should not be 
closed up. The length of the restarted race will be full race 
length, unless determined otherwise by the Race Director 
and/or Clerk of Course, in consultation with the Stewards of the 
Meeting. 

3.9.4. Any race stopped after the leader has completed more than two 
laps but less than 75% of its duration will be considered as the 
first part of the race. Cars will be restarted from a grid set out 
in the finishing order of this first part, which shall be based upon 
the order of crossing the finish line at one lap less than the 
number of laps completed by the leader at the time of first 
showing the Red Flag. Only cars which are proceeding under 
their own power, at the showing of the Red Flag will be 
classified in this first part. The Race Director and/or Clerk of the 
Course, in consultation with the Stewards of the Meeting, may 
order that the duration of the second part to be of a shorter 
distance than originally scheduled or that it may be abandoned 
altogether.  

3.9.5. The result will be the order of finishing at the end of the 
restarted race. The result will list all competitors who took the 
start in the race even if they did not take part in the restarted 
race and will use the first part for purposes of establishing lap 
records and point scoring where applicable. 

3.9.6. Any race stopped after the leader has completed 75% or more 
of its duration may be considered to have finished, unless the 
Race Director and/or Clerk of the Course, in consultation with 
the Stewards of the Meeting, deems it appropriate to restart 
the race. The result will be based on the order of crossing the 
finish line at one lap less than the number of laps completed by 
the leader at the time of the first showing of the Red Flag. Only 
cars, which are proceeding under their own power during the 
Red Flag, will be classified.  

 
3.10. Re-scrutiny: All cars reported to be involved in contact incidents or 

retirements due to technical failures during races, qualifying, or 
practice must be re-presented to the Scrutineers immediately Cars 
may not be removed from the premises and/or continue in the 
races or practice without Chief Scrutineer’s approval. 
 

3.11. Pits And Pitlane Safety: 
3.11.1. Pits: Drivers must ensure that all Safety Regulations are 

complied with at all times. 
3.11.2. Pitlane: The outer lane or lanes are to be kept 

unobstructed to allow safe passage of cars at all times. The 
onus shall be on all Drivers to take all due care and drive at 
minimum speeds in pit lanes. The designated Pitlane speed 
limit shall be 60km/h, unless stated otherwise through 
Official Instructions during the Driver’s Briefing. 

3.11.3. Refueling: may only be carried out during breaks 
between sessions (i.e. practice, qualifying, and races) in the 
paddock area. 

a)  Unless specified otherwise in the Championship 
Supplementary Regulations, no fuel will be allowed in 
trackside pits. 

b)  The Organizer reserves the right to inspect and if 
necessary, approve refueling equipment prior to it being 
used. 

 
3.12. Race finishes: After taking the chequered flag, Drivers are required 

to: - Progressively and safely slow down, remain behind any Drivers 
ahead of them, return to the pitlane entrance as instructed, 
comply with any directions given by Marshals or Officials and to 
keep their helmets on and harnesses done up while on the circuit. 
 

3.13. Results: All Practice timesheets, grid sheets and Race Results are 
to be deemed PROVISIONAL until all cars are released by 
Scrutineers after post-practice/race scrutineering and/or after 
completion of any judicial or technical procedures. 
 

3.14. Driving:  
3.14.1. The driver must drive the car alone and unaided. 
3.14.2. Drivers must observe the provisions of the FIA Code of 

Driving Conduct (FIA ISC Appendix L, Ch. IV) relating to 
driving behavior on circuits at all times. 

3.14.3. Drivers must make every reasonable effort to use the 
track at all times and may not deliberately leave the track 
without a justifiable reason. 
Drivers will be judged to have left the track if no part of the 
car remains in contact with it and, for the avoidance of 
doubt, any white lines defining the track edges are 
considered to be part of the track but the kerbs are not. 
Should a car leave the track the driver may re-join, however, 
this may only be done when it is safe to do so and without 
gaining any lasting advantage. At the absolute discretion of 
the race director a driver may be given the opportunity to 
give back the whole of any advantage they gained by leaving 
the track. 

3.14.4. At no time may a car be driven unnecessarily slowly, 
erratically or in a manner which could be deemed potentially 
dangerous to other drivers or any other person. 

3.14.5. A penalty will be imposed on any driver who, in the 
opinion of the stewards, continues to drive a car knowing it 
being in an unsafe condition. 
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4. Championship Race Penalties: 
4.1. Infringement of Technical Regulations: Scrutineers will report 

directly to the Stewards any technical infringements or violation 
and as such will lead to an official Stewards inquiry. Penalties may 
be inflicted as follows in order of increasing severity:  

• warning; 

• reprimand;  

• fines;  

• deletion of a Driver’s qualifying and practice lap(s);  

• drop of grid position(s); 

• obligation for a Driver to start a race from the pit lane;  

• time penalty;  

• penalty lap(s); 

• drop of place(s) in the classification of the Competition;  

• drive-through penalty;  

• stop-and-go or stop-and-go with a prescribed stop time;  

• disqualification;  
4.2. Infringement of Non-Technical Regulations and The Sporting 

Regulations Issued For The Championship: Race officials will 
report directly to the Race Director any infringements or violations 
of sporting rules and regulations, and as such will lead to an official 
Stewards inquiry. Penalties may be inflicted as follows in order of 
increasing severity:  

• warning; 

• reprimand;  

• fines;  

• deletion of a Driver’s qualifying and practice lap(s);  

• drop of grid position(s); 

• obligation for a Driver to start a race from the pit lane;  

• time penalty;  

• penalty lap(s); 

• drop of place(s) in the classification of the Competition;  

• drive-through penalty;  

• stop-and-go or stop-and-go with a prescribed stop time;  

• disqualification;  
4.3. In order to maintain standards of conduct, the Race Director will 

monitor all Officials/Observers reports of adverse behavior at race 
meetings. If any individual is included on two such reports during 
one racing season they will receive written warning from the Race 
Director that his driving/behavior is to be specifically observed at 
future race meetings. Any adverse reports during this period of 
observation could result in official BMF action and will result in a 
Championship Stewards' enquiry, with possible refusal of further 
race entries. 

 
5. Championship Branding 

5.1. Both car and Driver must meet the following requirements of livery 
during all practice, qualifying and events in the BTCC. 

5.2. Note the particular requirements of section 6. 
5.3. Championship Sponsors’ decals must also be carried on each car. 

Specific locations on the car are reserved for Championship 
sponsors - as per Appendix 1 and “BTCC Branding Guideline 
Bulletin”. 

5.4. To ensure conformity only Competition Numbers and branding 
allocated and approved by the Promoter will be acceptable. 

5.5. Drivers' Names: Drivers will be provided with one set of Drivers' 
Name decals  

5.6. Drivers’ race overalls must display Championship and sponsor 
badges in positions defined as per Appendix 1 and” BTCC Branding 
Guideline Bulletin”.  Badges will be provided by the Promoter. 

5.7. Replacement branding will be at extra cost payable to the 
Promoter. 

5.8. Branding of cars will be undertaken by the Promoters official 
assigned agent. Any off-site (i.e. Drivers’ private venue) branding 
activities will incur a surcharge of BD30. 
 

6. Commercial Undertakings 
6.1. Enquiries concerning the commercial aspects of the Championship 

should be addressed to the Promoter. 
6.2. The Championship title and associated logo styles may only be 

used with the prior written approval of the Promoter. 
6.3. Entry into the Championship is conditional upon each Driver: 

6.3.1. Providing free of charge to the Championship Promoter, 
Organizer, and their sponsors advertising places on their cars 
and clothing as specified. 

6.3.2. Accepting without reservation or recourse the surrender of 
his/her rights (if any) for TV filming and broadcast of footage 
collated during the Championship which may be used at the 
Organizers’, Sponsors’ and Promoters’ discretion. 

6.3.3. Complying with the Championship Promoter, Organizer and 
Sponsors requirements on podium procedures, including a 
requirement to wear sponsors publicity material in 
preference to the Drivers own sponsor. 

6.3.4. Co-operating with requests for publicity sessions throughout 
the season. 

6.4. All cars must carry the Championship Sponsors’ decals and panels 
in the correct locations, without alteration and without 
interference. 

6.5. At the start of each event & qualifying, the cars must be clean and 
in good order. The Championship Organizer reserves the right to 
either apply a penalty or forbid cars not meeting this requirement 
from taking part. 

6.6. No on-board cameras will be permitted except under the control 
and with the approval of the Championship Organizer and/or 
Promoter. 

6.7. The Promoter has exclusive broadcast, cable, satellite, video, 
internet, mobile phone rights, and rights to all other mediums to 
film and record the participation of the Driver, Entrant, Sponsor, 
and any other team members in the events and activities 
throughout the Championship and to license, assign or otherwise 
deal with such rights and/or film and recording and distribution. 

6.8. No other publicity material visible to an on-board camera, on the 
car will be allowed. 

6.9. Drivers are reminded that no tobacco or alcohol (or associated 
product) advertising, either on the cars or Drivers is permitted. 
Additionally, any products that are not permitted to be advertised 
on Bahraini terrestrial television are also prohibited. 

6.10. No advertising or statement on the car or on Drivers’ race clothing 
is allowed which may be considered unacceptable or offensive to 
the Championship Organizer, the Promoters or their Sponsors and 
individual Championship Organizer.  

6.11. All Drivers required for Podium Presentations at each meeting 
must attend, wearing zipped race overalls and the official 
Championship cap, without delay. Failure to do so will mean 
forfeiture of any Championship awards/points at that round. 
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Appendix 1 – Branding Guidelines 
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RACING SUIT 
 

 
 


